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more, in every part of nature, the reign of
fixed and settled laws. Even those phenomena,
which seemed once exceptional and capricious,
like eclipses, and the combustion of explosive
mixtures, are resolved, by larger experience or
profounder thought, into regular results of the
same abiding laws, under special conditions
that are more rarely combined. Why should
we not extend the same principle to the work
of creation also ? Why may we not believe
that caprice and uncertainty have here no
place, but that new creative acts result, in the
wisdom of the Creator, by a kind of natural
and necessary consequence, from a certain
stage in the working of actual laws, and the
previous state of the visible universe ? Thus
we may retain our faith in the existence of
a Creator, and own His workmanship in all
things; and still may escape from a superstitious
encumbrance of the doctrine, and see Him
working only by fixed laws of evolution, on
which every stage of the world's history suc-
cessively depends.

This general idea seems to admit of three
varieties; first, tha4j this creation by law is
strictly continuous through all past history;
secondly, that it is discontinuous, but periodic,
the periods, like those of eclipses, depending